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BLURB
Maud Gage Baum, widow of the author of the book The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz, met Judy Garland, the young actress playing the role of
Dorothy on the set of The Wizard of Oz in 1939. At the time, Maud was
seventy-eight and Judy was sixteen. In spite of their age difference,
Maud immediately connected to Judy–especially when Maud heard her
sing “Over the Rainbow,” a song whose yearning brought to mind the

tough years in South Dakota when Maud and her husband struggled to
make a living–until Frank Baum’s book became a national sensation.
This wonderfully evocative two-stranded story recreates Maud’s youth
as the rebellious daughter of a leading suffragette, and the prairie years
of Maud and Frank’s early days when they lived among the
people–especially young Dorothy–who would inspire Frank’s
masterpiece. Woven into this past story is one set in 1939, describing the
high-pressured days on The Wizard of Oz film set where Judy is being
badgered by the director, producer, and her ambitious stage mother to
lose weight, bind her breasts, and laugh, cry, and act terrified on
command. As Maud had promised to protect the original Dorothy back in
Aberdeen, she now takes on the job of protecting young Judy.

Review
Most often we read a book, admire the writing, sometimes keep on
gushing about the book for a few days if we like it a lot and then
move on. We do not think about the behind the scenes. As in the
author and the writing process that went behind the creation of the
book. Finding Dorothy deals with that behind the scenes.
I did not know much about Frank L. Baum. In fact, I knew nothing.
Reading this book,though fictional, seemed to have made a
connection between me and the legendary author. The wife’s
struggle to uphold her husband’s legacy really touched me. The
young actress playing Dorothy in the film adaptation of The
wonderful wizard of Oz, Judy, her struggle to be a young girl and a
professional actress at the same time was beautifully depicted. An
ideal read for anyone who loves Frank L. Baum’s books, especially
Oz.

RATING : 4/5

